External fixation repair of a displaced comminuted radial fracture in a juvenile camel.
A young female camel had a complete comminuted midshaft fracture of the right radius. The fracture was repaired by external coaptation, which involved 2 full-limb fiberglass casts for 15 weeks. A Thomas splint was placed around the second cast for 12 weeks. The fracture healed in nonaligned configuration, and although lameness was substantial after the fracture had healed, the camel's breeding potential had been salvaged. This successful outcome is an indication that a high-limb fracture in a camel bone (in this case a radius) may be managed by external coaptation and repair by callus formation.